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ABOUT RRC

The Reconstructionist Rabbinical College (RRC) is the intellectual 

center and rabbinical training institution of the Reconstructionist

movement, one of the four main branches of American Judaism. 

The outgrowth of a philosophy developed in the 1930s, the graduate

school was founded in 1968 with the explicit objective of training a

new kind of rabbi, one uniquely prepared to lead and serve a rapidly

changing American Jewish community in myriad settings. RRC’s 

rigorous curriculum emphasizes the study of Jewish theology, history

and ritual while also addressing the practical aspects of rabbinic life

and the responsibility of rabbis to act as agents of social change.

Graduates go on to assume leadership positions in synagogues, 

nonprofit organizations and philanthropies; to become educators at

colleges and universities; and to serve as chaplains in hospitals and 

the military.
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A Message From the President

Mentsch tracht, Gott lacht.

Human beings plan, God

laughs. So goes a well-known

Yiddish saying.

The past year, in particular,

rendered many plans laughable,

as the economy went into a

downward spiral; the value of

our endowment plunged, and

all of our revenue streams have been adversely affected.

This same year was the first one governed by RRC’s

new board-adopted strategic plan, which will take us

through 2013. And even in this unanticipated environ-

ment, our strategic plan has provided sound guidance.

In some ways, the plan’s continued value is not 

surprising: The purpose of strategic (rather than 

long-range) planning is to create direction for an

organization even during times of rapid change. 

The current environment has forced us to revise 

our expectations regarding what we may be able to 

accomplish in the short term. And it has caused us to

focus more on those elements of the plan that touch

on our financial well-being. 

However, some elements of the plan—even some we

consider crucial—do not require financial resources.

Take, for example, our mandate to train rabbis to

understand Israel. An objective in our plan states this

aim: “Ensure that an understanding of Israel—the

land, the literature and the people—is a vital and

effective component of RRC’s curriculum.” 

That objective, of course, isn’t easy to meet. It is

extraordinarily challenging for a rabbi to be an 

effective leader on matters related to Israel. On the 

one hand, a rabbi should be a spokesperson for and

defender of the Jewish people—and Israel is the most

extraordinary project of the Jewish people in our time.

On the other hand, a rabbi should represent the moral

and ethical teachings of Judaism. And like every other

modern nation, Israel frequently falls short of the

highest ideals.

To better equip our students for the challenges they

will face upon graduation, we have begun to increase

and revamp our counseling and mentoring both

before and after the required year of study in Israel;

next year, we will develop this support system even

further. We seek to invest our graduates with the

extraordinary knowledge and sophistication it takes 

to engage all types of Jews—from those who defend

Israel right or wrong to those who disparage Israel

right or wrong—and help all of them grow more

devoted to the Jewish people, to Israel and to Judaism.

We also aim to help our graduates rise to the task

when they are called upon to represent Israel to 

the non-Jewish world. Rabbis frequently face this 

challenge, at which most Israeli diplomats fail.

Although our primary focus during these difficult

times has to be on our finances, we have not stopped

improving our program. A rabbinical school must

itself model ongoing growth or it will not be able 

to produce leaders who can help individuals and 

communities reach their potential. We hope that 

you will recommit yourself to our important work, 

to creating direction for the Jewish future, and that

you will help us meet our current challenges. 

By Rabbi Dan Ehrenkrantz
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The 
Intangible 
Ingredient

By Wendy Univer

RRC finds new ways to transform students into rabbis.
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Academic Dean Tamar Kamionkowski, Ph.D., 

has done a lot of thinking about how RRC 

students become rabbis. What fascinates her is

not just how they attain a collection of skills with

text, ritual and language, but also their actual 

transformation into spiritual leaders. Among 

clergy educators, the formal term for this process

is “rabbinic formation.” When Kamionkowski talks about it, she often

prefers the simplicity of the Yiddish expression for getting something

deep in your guts, or kishkes. 

A new vision for rabbinic formation at the College began to take shape

after Kamionkowski attended a weekend retreat in 2006, sponsored 

by the Wabash Center for Teaching and Learning in Theology and

Religion. She saw the need to imbue text and Hebrew language classes

with the power to help students become rabbis while they acquire the

knowledge that rabbis must have. “It’s not just about decoding the text;

it’s also about cultivating a love and appreciation for the text, a 

personal relationship with it,” she explains. “We want classes that ask,

‘How does this knowledge impact on your emerging identity as a

Jewish leader?’” 

Ultimately, the Wabash Center agreed to fund an ambitious three-year

plan to introduce a new framework for teaching text and Hebrew at

RRC. The results are evident in a new level of energy and engagement

in classrooms and faculty meetings, in the Bet Midrash (study center)

and in spontaneous conversations throughout the building. Discussions

with faculty and students offer insights into a shift in education at 

the College that has already borne fruit and will influence coming 

generations of rabbis. 
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RRC’s innovative program, led by

Kamionkowski and Bet Midrash

director Rabbi Vivie Mayer, ’96,

focuses particularly on text and

language classes because these can

easily slip into skill-building

exercises without connecting to 

the student’s rabbinic core. 

Contemplating the way she teaches

text, Elsie Stern, Ph.D., Assistant

Professor of Bible, says, “Rabbinic

formation is a whole attitude and

approach in which the text

becomes the students’ frame of 

reference, their window on the

world. Rather than have students

thinking, ‘How can I apply this to

my professional life as a rabbi?’ the

question would be, ‘How does this

text become a frame of reference

for me—a lens through which I 

see issues ranging from the current

economic crisis to perceptions of

the divine?’” 

Mayer explains the corresponding

approach for Hebrew instruction:

“We want Hebrew not to be an

obstacle that students have to climb

over, but something to love, in part

because Hebrew takes the moment

out of the ordinary, temporal

realm. One can effect a holy

moment by using holy words.”

As the program nears completion,

RRC faculty members have had a

range of experiences that include

cluster meetings, in which small

groups of professors exchange ideas

and inspiration, and annual faculty

retreats. Classroom observation by

Mayer, who later offers peer feed-

back and questions, helps teachers

reflect and grow. One-on-one 

pairings of teachers with RRC

alumni open up dialogue about

how text and language underpin

rabbinic identity in a wide range 

of settings where rabbis work.

Text study: How can we

deepen the love relationship

between the rabbi and Torah?

RRC students are expected to

develop familiarity and ease with

an immense array of Jewish texts

written over centuries: from the

Bible, or Tanakh; to the puzzle-like

analysis and debate in the Talmud;

to the medieval legal codes of

Maimonides’ Mishneh Torah 

and the Shulkhan Arukh. The 

intellectual demands of this process

can dominate the classroom, with

little attention paid to how the

information enters the souls of the

students or prepares them to help

people create meaning in their

lives. As Mayer puts it, “If I’m 

grappling with fourth-century 

rabbinic thinking, how does that

change me as a Jew in 2009? How

does looking at seemingly esoteric

texts actually bring me closer to

Jewish truth and the enterprise of

Torah?” 

David Brodsky, Ph.D., co-chair 

of the Department of Rabbinic

Civilization and Assistant Professor

of Rabbinic Literature, confirms

that it’s easy for the study of

Talmud to seem foreign. It’s a

Rubik’s Cube of law, philosophy,

argumentation and logic—with

critical pieces missing. This requires

readers to guess at the missing

information and then trace the

path of their hypothesis through

the text. Often they find that their

initial premise was wrong and they

must start the process over again. 



Thanks to the school’s new

approach, Brodsky has changed his

selection of Talmud sugiyot (units),

choosing those that are most 

accessible and relevant. More

important, he says, he now 

articulates in classes “what this

process teaches us about the early

rabbis and what life lessons we

learn from it. I discuss what it 

is about the rabbis that I appreciate

and how learning from them has

helped me grow as a person.” In

fact, according to Mayer, the 

program’s co-director, one of her

main roles has been to ask teachers

what inspires them and gives them

joy in the material they teach, 

and then encourage them to share

and model that passion in the

classroom.  

In Brodsky’s case, his devotion to

Talmud stems partly from what it

teaches about risk taking. After

studying Talmud, he asserts, “one

cannot be afraid of failure, because

being wrong is just part of the

process and part of life.” He also

believes that rabbinic literature

teaches people to think systematically

and thoroughly and to cultivate

humility. 

“It’s about being able to step into a

box, but also step out of it and see

from both sides. Talmud will run

through one person’s set of positions

and the opposite person’s set of

positions and try to understand

both of them holistically,” says

Brodsky. That’s an essential

approach for professionals who

have to guide people through

everything from the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict to a family 

dispute over how to handle end-of-

life decisions for a loved one.  

Students respond to these 

classroom changes with great 

enthusiasm. “Compared to my 

first encounters with text study at

RRC, now the texts are becoming

part of my hard drive,” says fourth-

year student Evette Lutman. “I own

them.” 

When questioned about how one

“owns” sacred texts, Lutman first

points to classroom assignments

that ask students how they might

teach a particular text in a

congregational or adult education

setting. “You have to take ownership

of the text or you can’t teach it,” she

says, and other students echo that

view. However, there’s a deeper

sense of ownership going on now,

as well.

Early in her text study, Lutman felt

frustrated by the intense focus on

grammar and translation when she

longed to grapple with meaning.

An encounter with a text that 

disturbed her, such as the story of

Abraham, Sarah and Hagar, felt

incomplete and unsatisfying.

“There wasn’t a lot of opportunity

to say, ‘Whoa, this text really bothers

me! What does this mean for us

as Jews? How do we help our 

congregation with this really 

difficult text?’” 

That need to question, to “step

inside and outside the box,” as

Brodsky puts it, is precisely why

Lutman left her previous career as

an attorney and came to RRC.

Today she finds more of a balance

in text class. “Now there’s more

space to step back and question,”

she explains. “Our congregants will

ask questions; Judaism is about

asking the harder questions.”

Indeed, questions fly fast and
furious in a class on “Poverty and
Social Welfare in Classical Jewish
Texts” taught by Stern, the assistant
professor of Bible. Ostensibly, the
day’s topic is a section of Mishneh
Torah on the payment of farm
workers. Stern admits that it is an
especially dense and difficult 
passage. 

The group struggles to decipher the

law and find meaningful concepts

about labor practices in it. Yet 

ultimately, Stern sparks a lively 

discussion on topics ranging from

the impact of a “market rate” in a

particular region, to who benefits
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“After studying Talmud, 

one cannot be afraid of 

failure, because being wrong

is just part of the process 

and part of life.”

—David Brodsky, Ph.D.



when an “agent” acts as an 

intermediary between workers and

a landowner. At a pivotal moment,

she asks directly: “When you end

up making contracts as rabbis,

which parts of this feel applicable

and which don’t?”

One student hesitatingly describes

a situation in which she has felt

uneasy with an employer outside 

of the College. Eagerly, the class

uses the day’s text to analyze the 

dilemma, pointing out her rights,

the “going rate” for this job in 

various communities, and the

assumptions that her employer

might be operating under that 

are different from her own. 

Both during class and in later 

conversations, the woman expresses

gratitude that the text allowed her

to see the problem in a new light,

with a more open heart and a

wider range of options. Informally,

classmates continue to help her

think through her choices, grounded

in the Jewish law they’ve learned

together. Ultimately she finds a

solution that seems just and fair.

She’s felt a real “shift of gears” in

her studies, she notes, empowering

her to guide congregants to find

meaning for their own lives in the

written heritage of Judaism. “That’s

what I came here for,” she concludes.

Hebrew language study: 

How does a student 

appreciate language as 

a holy vessel? 

Teaching “Hebrew of the

Rabbinate,” Associate Professor of

Hebrew Language Adina Newberg,

Ph.D., helps students learn how to

write a modern ketubah (marriage

contract); change the gender of a

prayer from masculine to feminine;

and compose a misheberakh

(blessing) in poetic contemporary

Hebrew. These are functional skills

a Reconstructionist rabbi needs.

However, RRC also wants to educate

women and men who feel at home

in the language and in awe of its

power for the rabbi and the 

community.

Composing and offering a blessing

exemplifies this combination,

according to program co-director

Mayer, who has seen Newberg at

work. “Turning a person into

someone who bestows blessings!

You come in a student and when

you leave you’re expected to be a

conduit of blessing! How does that

happen? It makes you stop and

wonder: ‘Wait a minute. Who am

I?’ You really get in touch with the

humility of it. And any moment of

wonder or sense of awe a student

has, those are true moments of 

formation.”

Newberg, a native Uruguayan who

lived in Israel for many years, has

done research on adult learners

who engage in spiritual searching.

She believes that learning contem-

porary Hebrew helps students

become comfortable vocalizing in

biblical Hebrew as well. The living

language also connects them more

closely to modern Jewish culture.

She’s quick to point out that half

the Jewish population of the world

today speaks Hebrew.

Mastery of ancient Hebrew also

deepens the students’ bond with

the language and its critical role in

Jewish peoplehood. Without that

rootedness in Hebrew, asks Mayer,

how will rabbis function as 

translators and bridge builders,

“You come in a student 

and when you leave 

you’re expected to be 

a conduit of blessing! 

How does that happen?”

—Rabbi Vivie Mayer, ’96



allowing the people they serve to

connect with Jewish tradition?

Faculty engagement:

How does this shift in 

teaching style change 

professors as much as 

students?

“So much of our Wabash work is

just getting faculty to slow down,

self-reflect and share,” Mayer says.

“The excitement is there; we just

need to provide the time and space

for talents and intuitions to 

blossom and feed each other.”

Faculty members agree that the

program has generated a wonderful

sense of synergy and cross-

pollination among individuals 

and disciplines. Stern says that her

Hebrew-teaching cluster members

helped her see Hebrew “as a 

gateway language, as talismanic 

for congregants and other people.”

And she notes how enlightening 

it was to spend time with Rabbi

Mordechai Liebling, ’85, her 

alumni consultant who is Vice

President for Strategic Alliances 

at the Jewish Funds for Justice. 

Stern also mentions that the

Wabash initiative has encouraged

her to share the ways in which

Jewish text study has been 

transformative for her “humanly,

Jewishly and ethically,” even though

she does not believe in the Bible

literally. “It feels important to

model this,” she adds, “because 

rabbis will run into congregants

like me.”  

Brodsky feels that he’s “found his

voice” as a teacher of rabbinic 

literature. In particular, he 

mentions the impact of his 

paired meeting with Rabbi Sheila

Weinberg, ’86. “That conversation

helped me to see that students want

to learn more from me than just

how to read the text. I can and

should articulate in class my deeply

personal, spiritual reasons for 

loving Talmud. In part, I’ve learned

to be a little bit of a rabbi in my

own classroom.” His students have

responded enthusiastically to the

changes.

RRC does have many teachers who

are also rabbis, and they, too, have

benefited from this refocusing of

pedagogy. “We see every member of

the faculty now using the language

of rabbinic formation in what they

do in the classroom,” says

Kamionkowski, the academic dean.

From a Reconstructionist point 

of view, Mayer believes that the 

movement is not just about 

reinventing Judaism in each 

generation, but also about 

uncovering and reclaiming a 

consciousness that stretches far into

the past. This, too, is a vital role for

the rabbi in building community

and continuity. “Studying all these

layers with an eye towards rabbinic

formation, we can access deep parts

of ourselves, like an 80-year-old

accessing parts of herself that are

childlike, but

still exist. We

can stay open

to   revelation, 

to blessing and

to the wisdom

of Torah.”
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At the brit milah of Shlomo

Jacobs-Velde, a young Chinese

man stood close to the mohel,

observing his every move.

Jewish ritual circumcision was

something he’d read about, but

this baby boy’s traditional 

ceremony, which brought

together students and other

members of the RRC community one evening this past

fall, was the first he had ever witnessed.

He stood among the group, swept up in the moment. It

was one of many events that have attested to what Lihong

Song describes as RRC’s intimate quality—its atmosphere

“like a big family,” which to all appearances has welcomed

him as a member. But with an academic’s more objective

eye, he also says of that evening, “The experience

strengthened my concept of Judaism as a living organism.”

Indeed, the brit was one in a series of cultural and at the

same time personal adventures that are giving Song, a

professor of Jewish studies from Nanjing, China, a picture

of Judaism in practice, as part of his guest-student stay

this year at RRC. These are experiences he can’t have in

China, where only émigrés are allowed to worship at the

few Jewish services that are held in Shanghai and Beijing.

In China, where the study of Judaism often is motivated

by what Song calls “cultural curiosity,” “Jews and Judaism

are studied as a kind of living fossil,” he says.

His visit here is a logical step in his travels—he has spent

time in Israel in two separate trips, as a postdoctoral fellow

and in intensive Hebrew study—but until now he did not

have an opportunity to experience the much more 

pluralistic American Jewish scene. Yet he could not have

anticipated what it would feel like to exchange the 

impersonal atmosphere of a large secular university for the

intensely close-knit environment of this small seminary. 

And for RRC, there have been surprises as well: Song’s

visit is an unexpected opportunity to view Judaism from

afar, and to see the College community itself through

new eyes.

A Chinese scholar of Jewish 

studies spends a year at RRC, 

takes a tour of American 

Judaism, and shows us 

something about ourselves.

What the Traveler 
Has to Teach

By Eileen Fisher
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Song, 35, grew up in Nanjing—

the southern capital, poised opposite

the northern capital of Beijing, and the site of

his home university. His mother is a physician; his

father, a civil servant; his brother, a businessman. 

He was trained originally as a Roman historian at

Nanjing. Song was fascinated by what he saw as the

Roman Empire’s parallels with China—its geographic

expansion, its multiethnic and multicultural society,

and what he calls its negotiation between identities.

But at one point he became especially interested in a

particular, perplexing figure—Josephus, a Jewish 

general who surrendered to Rome rather than leading

the Jewish people to fight its army. As a renegade,

Josephus stood in direct contrast to what many

Chinese people believe about Jews: that icons such 

as Marx, Freud and Spinoza mark Jews in general as

smart and successful, and that Jews are successful

because there is not a single turncoat in all Jewish 

history. So it was that one overturned assumption

began Song’s quest to form his own understanding of

Jews and Judaism, a field of knowledge viewed as

highly important in China.

“In

China we say

that Judaism and

Hellenism are the two major

origins of Western civilization,” he says.

“And Chinese people are fascinated with the question

of why Jews, after so many persecutions, can manage

to survive. This has stimulated much admiration for

Jews in China; I also am fascinated by this.” 

In fact, Jewish studies are very popular in China. 

At the Glazer Institute of Jewish Studies of Nanjing’s

Religious Studies Department, Song’s open-enrollment

course in “Judaism and World Civilizations” attracts

about 400 students at a shot. There are no fewer than

10 programs in Jewish history and culture in the

country, all founded around or after 1992, when

China established diplomatic relations with Israel.

And the shelves of Chinese bookstores brim with 

bestsellers such as Revealing the Secrets for Jewish

Success in World Economy and The Talmudic Wisdom

of Jewish Education. (In China, where there is no 

religious conflict to foster anti-Semitism, these books

reflect what Song calls Judeophilia, part of a “fervent

eagerness with which the nation tries to modernize

itself.”)

Beyond political forces or cultural curiosity, though,

Song allows there is an underlying reason that the 

officially atheist government supports religious-studies

programs in its universities. “China is increasingly

integrated into international society. More and more

Chinese are accustomed to seeing themselves with 

different perceptions, both foreign and traditional.”

That situation has a couple of additional implications:

“Christianity, for example, spreads very fast in China.

There is a huge interest in Judaism on the part of

Christians. And there’s a resurgence of interest in 

our own traditional religions, such as Buddhism

and Taoism. 

“It is in this context that Judaic studies emerged in

Lihong Song’s kippah is from Kaifeng, in northeast

China, the site of an indigenous Jewish community 

since the 11th century. Its residents are not officially 

recognized as Jewish. “Who is a Jew is also a thorny

question in China,” Song says.



www.rrc.edu

China—it’s what I call a spiritual quest. People are trying to sense the

meaning of the world in a society that is changing dramatically and quickly.”

A Hasidic Sukkot celebration in Brooklyn,

NY, a Conservative Kol Nidre service for 

Yom Kippur in Baltimore, and a foray to

Manhattan’s Lower East Side (now peopled

mostly by Chinese and Chinese-Americans)

also have been part of Song’s busy agenda,

which he pursues with the help of hosts Erica

Steelman, a second-year student, and Boris

Dolin, a third-year student. Song’s visit to the

United States is made possible by RRC board

member William Fern, Ph.D., who met him during a visit to the Nanjing

Institute in 2007. The idea is to show firsthand American Judaism in all its

diversity. “I spent a year and a half in Israel,” Song says, “but the Jewish

scene there, dominated by Orthodox synagogues, is completely different.”

Yom Kippur in Baltimore and Sukkot in Brooklyn felt like examples of

two different religions, he adds. 

Song also has given talks at synagogues and campuses about Jewish studies

in China, and he is speaking at various seminars; one this past fall in

Washington, D.C., focused on the Holocaust. At RRC, Song has enrolled in

many of the seminars centered on periods of Jewish civilization; he hopes

to bring the syllabi back to China, lending his popular course a more 

systematic approach. But some of his choices have been driven by his 

own curiosity. This fall, he took “Torment and Ecstasy in the Teachings 

of Rebbe Nahman of Brazlav,” with Rabbi Joel Hecker, Ph.D.; he found 

the writings of this Hasidic master “spiritually satisfying.” 

It’s his experiences at RRC that have anchored his time in the United

States, he says, providing a way for him to shape his interest—“giving it a

tangible meaning.” And the atmosphere of RRC has been just as interesting

to him as the learning. “When I have spent time at Penn [the University of

Pennsylvania], I have felt it is more

like a university in China—there is

not a sense of community. At RRC, I

feel the sense of caring between indi-

viduals. RRC is a heartwarming place.”

A master’s thesis about Mordecai M.

Kaplan, in Chinese, is one of the

more surprising holdings of RRC’s

library. The author is one of Song’s

students; and when Song explains why

the student chose Reconstructionist

Judaism’s intellectual founder as a

Erica Steelman



www.rrc.edu

topic, it makes perfect sense. In fact, the reasoning jives with Song’s own

take on Jewish studies. 

“We are living in a postmodern world,” he

explains. One of the salient features is the

development and emergence of ethnic 

communities across the world. We talk about

the Jewish diaspora in the United States; 

but there are also many Chinese diaspora

communities around the world. How to be

Jewish in the context of the diaspora has

many implications for how to be Chinese—

how to adhere to our traditions while at the

same time keeping abreast of modern currents in our host culture. This

has universal significance.” He says it’s probably the reason some Chinese

scholars are interested in Kaplan, who put forth the idea that to be

American and Jewish is to live with one foot in each world. 

As she accompanies him to various places, Steelman, one of Song’s student

hosts, finds Song “particularly interested in the two-civilization aspect of

how we live.” Dolin, the other host, remembers Song being particularly

interested in one rabbi’s sermon that included a discussion of football. 

In their travels together, Song’s academic knowledge has impressed many

people, both students report, including an Orthodox rabbi who joined

Song in a long conversation in Baltimore. And his viewpoint as an 

academic offers a change of pace in classes at RRC. “He’ll often ask, What

should we accept; what, not accept, as historical fact?” Dolin reports.

Song’s outside perspective has proved to have an educational value, Dolin

says. “It’s interesting trying to figure out how to explain things to him.

What is the essence of a particular holiday? What is the essence of some

specific thing that happened at the brit milah? Even though I may know

the answer, it’s interesting for me, knowing that he’s an academic and from

China, to try to figure out the best way to explain it to him.”

But in true RRC style, it is probably Song the individual—not Song the

scholar—who will be missed most when the academic year ends. Dolin

delights in Song’s love of idioms and other American vernacular. He notes

that though Song is not Jewish, when he comes to daven at RRC, he sits

and rises with the group, and sings parts of the service with relish. 

Steelman glows as she comments, “I feel really lucky to have this 

opportunity to work with him. I think we are blessed; the power of the

universe did a good thing in bringing Lihong to RRC! 

“We spend so much time in this building, and RRC is such a rich 

community in itself. It’s exciting to open it up beyond our walls—all the

way to Asia.”

Boris Dolin
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Read, Pray, Sing
A winter retreat gives 26 Reconstructionist rabbis 

a chance to learn and revitalize—and launches an ambitious 

new program of professional enrichment.

One weekend this past January, 26 rabbis gathered in Paradise, TX, 

to share an idyllic experience. The beautiful Garrett Creek Ranch

Conference Center was the site of RRC’s first Tzey U’lemad retreat, 

which included pulpit rabbis, chaplains, educators and Hillel rabbis, with

graduation years ranging from 1981 to 2005. They came from all over the

country and brought with them a myriad of opinions and experiences.

The gathering focused on Jewish text study. In two short days the group

read from the Zohar, a 13th-century mystical text, with esteemed scholar

Daniel Matt, Ph.D.; prayed under the guidance of Rabbis Vivie Mayer,

’96, and Shefa Gold, ’96; and had a mini-session with David Trietsch,

the director of Boston Combined Jewish Philanthropy’s Leadership

Development Institute, who is slated to lead a second retreat, on 

leadership. And there was plenty of time for informal collegiality—

talking over meals, singing around a fire.

This vibrant event represented the launch of the Tzey U’lemad Program

for Enrichment and Continuing Education, designed to provide 
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ongoing education for graduates of RRC and for other members of the

Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association. The program, directed by

Rabbi Deborah Glanzberg-Krainin, ’96, came about in response to

focus groups RRC held with alumni, who candidly told us they felt

compelled to keep up their text study, to hone their skills as leaders,

and to network with other rabbis, overcoming the isolation they felt as

the top people of their organizations. Made possible by a generous

grant from Legacy Heritage Fund Limited, Tzey U’lemad is a two-year

pilot program that comprises retreats plus weekly hevrutah—paired

learning sessions—by phone, using texts and online resources. The

project also will make available a wide variety of online resources for 

all RRC graduates. And rabbis who can’t attend the longer retreats can

take advantage of regional “days of learning,” which will include 

opportunities for lay people as well. 

At the core of the program are the rabbinic retreats, and

we wondered how participants experienced the Texas

weekend. To get an insider’s view, RRC staff spoke with

Rabbi Barbara Penzner, ’87, of Temple Hillel B’nai Torah

in West Roxbury, MA, just after she returned from Texas.

—Eileen Fisher

Rabbi Barbara
Penzner
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Q: Do you feel different after the retreat?

A: It did just what I wanted it to do. It gave me the

time to process some issues that I’m having in

being a spiritual leader. It renewed my energy, my

enthusiasm. All of it—studying Zohar, doing the

prayers—was organic; it was all of a piece. It was

about opening ourselves to God in a way that

allows us to be more loving to the people we work

with. That’s it for me; that’s the whole idea.

Q: In the focus groups that jump-started the program,

people expressed diverse needs—including 

leadership skills, text study and interaction with

peers. Which were you particularly interested in?

A: I’ve been putting text study into my life for a

decade, but I haven’t felt that I’m studying with 

colleagues who share a common worldview. And

I’ve been looking for texts that speak to my life. 

I don’t know how to be a rabbi if I don’t continue

to study. One of the reasons I needed this retreat

was that my study had gotten stale. The rabbinate

isn’t like other professions, where you just have to

keep up with what’s new in the field. There’s no end

to learning as a rabbi; if you’re going to be a teacher,

you have to be a continual learner. And as a learner,

I need a community. 

Q: You said that you also were looking for text choices

that would be relevant to you. What sorts of texts

do you mean?

A: I’ve been looking for some time to do Hasidic

texts—texts that help deepen our experiences as

human beings in relationship to God; texts that

could enhance not just my rabbinate but my own

soul. 

Q: Did you have any favorite pieces of text at the

retreat?

A: There were a couple of texts I’ll bring to teach to

congregants. And as for myself, I love studying

Zohar. It’s like watching a flower bloom. Each

phrase, each idea, unfolds and reveals a piece of

Torah or a piece of Midrash. It brings me joy to

connect with so many different Jewish texts.

Q: You’ve done other professional development

designed for rabbis. Were there differences you 

noted in Tzey U’lemad, which was designed as

Reconstructionist?

A: The last retreat I went to was a pluralistic group,

across Jewish denominations. It had a different feel

to it. It was interesting and worthwhile, and there

was good sharing, but my Reconstructionist 

colleagues are my family. We understand each 

other and we have a history together.

Q: The two Tzey U’lemad retreats cover what appear

to be two very different roles within a rabbi’s job—

as scholar and as organizational leader. Did the

retreat experience lead you to think about this 

balance in a new way?

A: These retreat experiences really are not as separate

as they might seem. We did a short session on 

leadership at this retreat, to prepare for the next

one. And it was clear to me that the text learning

we had been doing clearly influenced what we

thought was important in being a leader: being 

a good listener and a good communicator, being

inspiring. We play multiple roles—every rabbi

does—but we don’t do any of them in a dispassionate

way, practicing the mechanics of leadership. For

me, it’s theological. What I am is a vessel for God’s

presence, and everything I do should reflect that as

much as possible. 

Q: What were your favorite moments from the weekend?

A: On the second day during maariv, the evening

service, Shefa [Gold] taught us a chant; we were

going to move around the room and touch hands

with everyone. She used a verse from Isaiah: “You

are engraved on the palm of my hand.” The image

was, we were engraving ourselves on the palms of

each other’s hands. Through us, God was being

engraved; then we were going to be connecting to

many other people when we left, bringing them a

connection to people we’d touched and been

touched by. It was about realizing we’re not

alone—that we’re connected to colleagues, that

God works through us and that what we do is holy

work.
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From Our Academic Centers: 
News in Review

The Center for Jewish Ethics

The Center for Jewish Ethics has accomplished several

important goals this year.

The Center has expanded its course offerings to give

RRC graduates a much deeper grounding in rabbinical

ethics. For the first time, the faculty has made Senior

Seminar a required two-semester course; it now 

provides a substantial focus on the RRA Code of Ethics

and on moral issues of particular relevance to rabbis.

The Center also offered an elective course in family

and sexual ethics.

Through the joint agreement between RRC Press and

Wayne State University Press, the Center published

two new books by its director, Rabbi David Teutsch,

Ph.D. Making a Difference: A Guide to Jewish

Leadership and Not-for-Profit Management

integrates state-of-the-art organizational theory and

practice with Jewish values, and draws on scenarios

from Jewish not-for-profit organizations. A Guide to

Jewish Practice: Gemilut Hesed, Tikun Olam and

Community, part of the ongoing Guide series, also is

valuable as an independent exploration of these forms

of Jewish acts of kindness and social action. Both

books further the Center’s commitment to providing

practical guidance for Jews seeking tools to make 

decisions underpinned by Jewish tradition. Teutsch

also published an article on rabbinical ethics, “The

Crowns of the Rabbi” (CCAR Journal, Summer 2008).

The Center also is committed to furthering dialogue

across the spectrum of the Jewish community about

moral issues and decision-making methods. Teutsch

finished a two-year term as president of the Society of

Jewish Ethics, the main gathering place for scholars in

the field. During his term he helped the young 

association increase its membership, stabilize its 

organizational structure and reach out to graduate 

students entering the field. At its annual conference, he

chaired a plenary panel on political ethics that included

Rabbi Elliot Dorff of American Jewish University and

Dr. Noam Zohar from Bar Ilan University. Teutsch also

gave the conference dvar torah. In addition, the Center

has cosponsored the Academic Coalition for Jewish

Bioethics. At its conference for Jewish bioethicists in

April, Teutsch was the respondent for the opening

paper by Dorff.

As always, the Center continues to answer a steady

flow of diverse moral inquiries from rabbis, students,

physicians and other professionals.

Hiddur: The Center for Aging

and Judaism

One of Hiddur’s finest achievements this year was a 

single, great conversation—in an unusual format. On

one end—at his home library in Boulder, CO—sat Reb

Zalman Schachter-Shalomi, the founder of the Jewish

Renewal and Spiritual Eldering movements. On the

other end—in RRC’s Bet Midrash, 1,800 miles away—

were 34 students and 15 faculty members and 

administrators, listening with rapt attention. On

November 18, 2008, the RRC community viewed 

Reb Zalman’s filmed interview with Hiddur director

Rabbi Dayle Friedman; then the guest speaker joined

the group in real-time conversation via Skype. This 

dialogue was the latest installment in Hiddur’s series

“On Being an Elder,” in which distinguished Jews

reflect on their journeys in later life. The RRC 

audience heard profound insights on spiritual life and

the rabbinate from this revered scholar and innovator.

Students and faculty were hushed as they took in what

one called “the downloading of wisdom.”

Hiddur continues to work toward transforming the

culture of aging; its impact has been both deeper and

wider over the past year.

At RRC, Hiddur is working to equip all of RRC’s 

graduates to creatively serve and engage elders and

their families. Through Embracing Aging, our



Retirement Research Foundation–funded initiative,

Hiddur is infusing learning about aging into both 

formal and informal education at RRC. Faculty 

education on aging, including one-to-one meetings

and faculty seminars, has begun to bear fruit: a focus

on later life is beginning to appear in text, language,

thought, civilization and practical-rabbinics courses.

In the field at large, Hiddur has expanded its efforts 

to train professionals in the spiritual dimensions of

aging. Presentations by Hiddur’s Bader training team

and Hiddur’s director have brought training to social

workers, rabbis, chaplains and Jewish-community pro-

fessionals in national conferences, Jewish Federations,

hospitals and universities across the United States. 

Finally, Hiddur’s work is gaining a wider audience

through Friedman’s new book, Jewish Visions for 

Aging (Jewish Lights). She was recently included in 

the Forward 50, The Forward newspaper’s listing of 

outstanding American Jews.

Kolot: The Center for Jewish

Women’s and Gender Studies 

Kolot: The Center for Jewish Women’s and Gender

Studies continues to bring inspirational programs to

RRC and meaningful innovations to the Jewish 

community.

Kolot’s Ritualwell.org, the premier online resource 

for contemporary Jewish observances, developed an 

elaborate section on Birkat HaChammah, the service

for the sun Jews hold only once every 28 years, when,

according to the Babylonian Talmud, the sun returns

to its position at Creation. Kolot and various Jewish

organizations used the occasion (April 8) to increase

ecological awareness and responsibility. Ritualwell’s

newest sections are “Communal Responsibility” and

“Preserving Creation” (forthcoming).

RRC was among only 10 seminaries nationwide (and

the only rabbinical school) to meet the criteria for best

practices in the new report “Sex and the Seminary:

Preparing Ministers for Sexual Health and Justice.” 

The report—issued by the Religious Institute on

Sexual Morality, Justice and Healing and the Union

Theological Seminary—recognized Kolot and its 

director, Lori Lefkovitz, Ph.D., who consulted and 

participated in a preparatory colloquium.

Committed to recovering the traditions of Jewish

women, Kolot promoted Hag HaBanot, the Festival 

of Daughters that is celebrated on the new moon of

Hanukkah. Lefkovitz taught on the subject in Jerusalem

and Philadelphia. To reconstruct the Fast of Esther as a

day for advocacy, Kolot again worked with its pilot site,

the Jewish Reconstructionist Congregation (JRC) in

Evanston, IL. Honored as this year’s “Esther” was

Congresswoman Janice D. Schakowsky, who addressed

the government’s role in creating a just world.

Kolot’s cosponsorships included the conference on

Jewish Women’s Prayer, held in New York City in

March.

At RRC, Kolot’s fall program featured Siona Benjamin,

an Indian-American Jewish artist who uses traditional

Indian painting techniques and styles to explore race,

religion and cultural expression.

A spring fashion show for rabbinical students posed

the questions “What is and is not appropriate attire for

the rabbi on a day off? Officiating at a funeral? At a

black-tie wedding?” Poet and biblicist Alicia Ostriker

was this year’s Wenkart Writer-in-Residence, and Kolot

sponsored a “panel of experts” for students and their

partners on the role of the modern rebbetzin (rabbi’s

spouse).
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Center Directors Rabbi David Teutsch, Ph.D., 

Lori Lefkovitz, Ph.D. and Rabbi Dayle Friedman



in Santa Ana Pueblo, NM. Costs are generously 

underwritten by anonymous donors. 

President’s Council members also receive communica-

tions directly from Rabbi Dan Ehrenkrantz. During

the last presidential election, our own president was

invited to several exclusive meetings of Jewish leaders

with then-candidate Barack Obama, and he shared the

content of those meetings with Council members. We

also hold periodic conference calls during which you

can learn with our president and with other members

of our faculty. 

Council members tell us that opportunities to meet

faculty, students and other supporters in person make

their RRC affiliation more personal and tangible. They

particularly enjoy the retreats’ informal atmosphere

coupled with intellectual rigor and stimulating

exchanges on substantive issues. Within this exclusive

group, there’s an inclusive attitude.

In 2008 we welcomed 37 new members to the

President’s Council; the group now includes people

from 16 states and Canada. Each new member helps

strengthen us as an institution and enriches us as a

family. While today’s economic pressures affect all 

colleges and universities, at RRC we feel called to be at

once efficient and even more innovative. This is the

ideal time for you to make a difference. 

I warmly invite you to join the President’s Council—

to help us advance RRC, advance Judaism, and ensure

that rabbis continue to transform individuals and

communities everywhere.

For more information, 

please contact Barbara Lissy,

Assistant Vice President for

Development, at 215.576.0800, 

ext. 155, or blissy@rrc.edu.
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The RRC campus is home to an array of dynamic 

programming that exists nowhere else in rabbinic 

education. Recent events have featured the co-directors

of Rabbis Without Borders, an expert on the spiritual

development of children, and a panel of leaders in

social justice and the rabbinate, among many others.

According to third-year student Nehama Benmosche,

such programs “provide a chance to see cutting-edge

work that rabbis are doing in the world; they open up

more possibilities for us as Reconstructionist rabbis.”  

Enriching experiences such as these can continue only

if growing numbers of supporters make a concerted

effort to fund the full range of College activities. We, in

turn, have a responsibility to give back to donors in

ways that offer a sense of connection and fulfillment.

We want you to feel that you are a vital part of the

intellectual center of the Reconstructionist movement

and the future of progressive Judaism.

With that goal in mind, in 2005 we founded the

President’s Council, a program for those who support

the College at the level of $1,800 and above. Financial

support from President’s Council members has been

essential to the continued success of the College—

enabling us to expand scholarships, internships, special

programs and employment opportunities for students;

and to provide faculty with innovative professional

development. 

In return, we offer the chance to learn and grow with

us and help us incubate new ideas. Membership in the

President’s Council gives you the opportunity to be a

change agent in Judaism and rabbinic education.

Each fall, we invite President’s Council members to a

weekend retreat in a relaxed, beautiful setting where

we offer opportunities to learn, pray and converse 

intimately with RRC’s leadership, faculty, alumni and

students. The 2009 retreat will take place October 30

through November 1 at the Hyatt Regency Tamaya 

Join Our Inner Circle, the
President’s Council
By Barbara Lissy
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Financial Statements

ASSETS

Cash and Equivalents $ 3,190,563

Accounts Receivable, Pledges Receivable and Other Assets 6,006,260

Beneficial Interest in Charitable Annuity Lead Trust 3,212,065

Investments

Operating Funds (including Restricted Funds) 132,584

Endowment and Trust Funds 16,057,346

Land, Building and Equipment 2,024,499

Total Assets $ 30,623,317

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES

Liabilities

Accounts Payable and Short-Term Liabilities $ 175,171

Deferred Revenue and Other Liabilities 418,655

Total Liabilities 593,826

Fund Balances

Operating Funds (including Restricted Funds) 6,029,719

Plant and Reserve Fund Balance 2,001,420

Endowment and Trust Fund Balances 21,998,352

Total Fund Balances 30,029,491

Total Liabilities and Fund Balances $ 30,623,317

Statements of Financial Position (Audited) as of August 31, 2008
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Thank You for Your Support
September 2007–August 2008

Builder / $100,000+

Anonymous 

Susan Beckerman*

Howard & Maureen Blitman*

Daniel Levin & Fay Hartog*

Annabel & Philip Lindy*

Henry Luce Foundation

David Roberts & Sue Fischlowitz*

Estate of I. Irving Weissler

Aaron & Marjorie Ziegelman*

Founder / $50,000+

E. Rhodes & Leona B. Carpenter 

Foundation

Janice Gottlieb*

Retirement Research Foundation

Donald & Arlene Shapiro*

Juliet Spitzer & Philip Wachs*

Patron / $25,000+

Helen Bader Foundation

Robert Benmosche*

Leona & Murry Brochin*

William H. Fern & John Bliss*

Rabbi Dayle Friedman & David 

Ferleger*

Sally Gottesman*

Herbert & Deborah Krasnow*

Bert Linder & Bliss Siman*

Mark & Patricia Nussbaum*

Arthur Winston & Joan Davidson 

Winston*

Sponsor / $10,000+

Adath Shalom

Anonymous

Hillel & Mitzi Becker*

Joseph Cohen*

Crown Family Foundation

Carol & Jack Feder*

Arthur “Nick” & Janice Goldman*

Anthony & Debbie Guarna

Alan & Linda Haberman*

Howard Kerbel & Beth Fuqua*

Victor & Barbara Klein*

Karen Kolodny & Hank Amon*

Andrew & Marina Lewin*

Joyce & Carl Norden*

Doris Gross Nussbaum*

Lili Perski*

Reconstructionist Rabbinical 

Association

Reconstructionist Synagogue of 

the North Shore*

Miriam Roland*

Luis & Vivian Schuchinski*

Alan B. Slifka Foundation

Rabbis Margot Stein, ’97, & 

Myriam Klotz, ’99*

Estate of Savina June Teubal

Jan Tuttleman & Craig Lambert*

Louis & Myra Wiener*

Rosanne Ziering*

Donor / $5,000+

Milton & Florence Bienenfeld*

Joan & Benjamin Dickstein*

Leonard & Jacqueline Goldner*

Michael & Eleanor Gordon*

Harold Grinspoon & Diane 

Troderman*

Hans & Doris Grunwald*

Linda & Jake Kriger*

Donald & Betsy Landis*

David Leigh*

Jonathan Leigh*

Paul Levy*

Mrs. Daniel G. Miller*

Michael Ostroff*

Rabbi Debra Rappaport, ’07*

Tony & Linda Rubin*

Kim & Robert Schacter*

Supporter / $2,500+

Jennifer Abraham*

Anonymous

Madeleine & David Arnow*

David Bunis*

Francine & Barry Cohen*

Rabbi Dan Ehrenkrantz, ’89, & 

Kay Ehrenkrantz*

Jerome & Dorothy Fineblum

Rabbi Steven Fineblum, ’76, & 

Barbara Fineblum*

Allen & Suzan Fox*

Barry & Elaine Gilbert*

Richard & Renee Goldman*

Fred & Naomi Hazell Scholarship 

Fund

Robert & Louise Horowitz*

Allen & Eleanor Jaffy*

Jewish Federation of 

Metropolitan Chicago

Rabbi Melissa Klein, ’04, & Neysa 

Nevins*

Irene Leigh & Alfred Sonnenstrahl*

Robert Morel & Wendy Moss*

Tobey Roland*

Rabbi Brant Rosen, ’92, & Hallie 

Rosen*

RRC Student Leadership Campaign

Myrna Sameth*

Susan & William Siebers*

Miriam Singer*

Gideon & Cheryl Sorokin*

Sidney Stern Memorial Trust

Rabbi David Teutsch & Betsy 

Platkin Teutsch*

Bruce Whizin*

Nancy & Howard Wimmer*

Contributor / $1,000+

Dick & Adele Aronson*

Harry & Golda Bain

Steve & Teri Barnett*

Esther & Martin Bates

Joan Bayliss & Irwin Noparstak*

Beth-El Zedeck Sisterhood

Theodore & Paula Bier

George & Pauline Blum

Marion Blumenthal

Harriet Bograd & Kenneth Klein

Rabbi Lester Bronstein & Cantor 

Benjie Schiller*

Lisa Brush

Marlene Canter*

Dave & Catherine Capper*

Steve Capper & Jan Marcus-Capper

Rabbi Steven Carr Reuben & Didi 

Carr Reuben*

Daniel Cedarbaum & Caryn Jacobs*

*Member of RRC President’s Council
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Abraham Clott & Sabirzyan 

Badertdinov*

Fred & Bobsey Colin

Libby Cone

Mark Danzig & Sharon Portnoy

Leonard & Joanne Deutchman

Rabbi Fred Scherlinder Dobb, ’97, 

& Minna Morse

Barbara & Eric Dobkin

Stephen & Donna Dobrow

Rabbi George Driesen, ’99, & 

Susan Driesen*

Rabbis Jeffrey Eisenstat, ’76, & 

Sarah Messinger

Miriam Eisenstein & Carol Stern

Barry & Barbara Epstein*

Estate of Janet  Eshner

Andrew & Audrey Feiner

Joanne Feltman*

Rabbi Lee Friedlander, ’75*

Philip & Cheryl Genet*

Bruce & Leslie Gifford

Margery Goldman*

Rabbi Emanuel Goldsmith & 

Shirley Goldsmith

Hanford & Kitty Gross*

Bernard M. Gus

Fritz & Joann Heimann

Chayim & Judy Herzig-Marx

Elaine T. Hirsch

Barbara Hirsh & Rabbi Richard 

Hirsh, ’81*

Rabbi Linda Holtzman, ’79, & 

Betsy Conston

Leo & Irene Irvings

Marjorie Isaac

Rachel & Bruce Jeffer*

Jewish Reconstructionist 

Foundation Whittier

Rabbi David Kaplan & Terri Kaplan

Lillian Kaplan

Audrey & Sidney Kaufman*

Josephine Kellman

Beth & Seth Klarman

Jesse & Maris Krasnow*

Ruth & Peter Laibson*

Norman & Bea Leopold

Joshua Levin & Debra Fried Levin

Arthur Levine & Judith Ludwig 

Levine

Kathy Levin-Shapiro

Jack Levy & Judith Bass

Michael & Liza Levy

Rabbi Sheryl Lewart, ’94, & 

Robert Auerbach

Charles & Mimi Lieber*

Alan & Cathy Lindy*

Rabbi Michael Luckens, ’73, & 

Sharon Schumack*

Leon & Ariel Mandel*

Jonathan Markowitz & Ruth 

Wenger*

Harvey M. & Lyn P. Meyerhoff Fund

Todd Morgan*

Daniel & Karol Musher

David & Ruth Musher

Hadassah Musher

Iris Newman*

Vivian & Paul Olum Foundation

Lee S. Parker*

Nancy Post & Christopher Jacobs*

Rabbi Arnold Rachlis, ’75, & 

Cantor Ruti Braie

Gary & Susan Rappaport

Hershel & Elizabeth Richman

Marian Roffman & David 

Greenfield

Lawrence & Ruth Rosen*

Janet & Fred Rosenberg

Rivka Rudner*

Bruce & Vicki Safran

Raymond & Merrill Saperstein

Rabbis Dennis & Sandy Sasso, ’74

Roberta Schiff*

Robert Schwartz & Ellen Brown

Rabbi Sidney Schwarz, ’80, & 

Sandy Perlstein

Joel Segal & Eileen Ramos and 

Family*

Joel Shapiro & Sally Ackerman*

Myrna & Donald Sigman*

Matthew Slepin & Diane 

Olmstead*

Rabbi Amy Joy Small, ’87, & 

Robert Small*

Mark & Paula Solomon*

Alvin & Shirley Steiner

Rabbi Anita Steiner, ’04

Rolf Sternberg

Jeffrey & Joyce Sudikoff*

Jane & Harvey Susswein*

Rabbi Elliot Tepperman, ’02, & 

Sarah O’Leary*

Harry & Karen Waizer*

Sandra Weiss

Henrietta Wenkart*

West End Synagogue

Rabbi Avi Winokur, ’91, & Susan 

Berman*

Cary Wolf

Edith & Robert Zinn*

Mark & Margie Zivin

Myra & Matthew Zuckerbraun*

Friend / $500+

Rabbi Ronald Aigen, ’76, & 

Carmela Aigen

Rabbi Rebecca Alpert, ’76, & 

Christie Balka

Rabbi Daniel Aronson, ’99, & Beth

Aronson

Robert Barkin & Cathy Shaw

Rabbi Aviva Bass, ’00, & Daniel 

Varsalona

Jeffrey & Marge Bauml

William Behr & Soma Golden

Lorraine Beitler

Rabbi Kevin Bernstein, ’07, & 

Rebecca Meyer

Elisa & Robert Bildner

George Bookman

Ruth Bowman

Ruth Brin

Rabbi Caryn Broitman, ’92, & 

Brian Walt, ‘84

Julius & Gertrude Brown

M.G. Brown, z’’l

Wally Buchband

David Burstein & Joan Bregstein

Rabbi Gary M. Charlestein

Aaron & Sheila Cohen

Gerald & Ruth Cohen

Rabbi Fredi Cooper, ’00, & Harry 

Cooper

Rabbi Mychal Copeland, ’00

Jack & Joyce Dolcourt

William & Tamar Earnest

Cynthia Ehrenkrantz

Harriet Feiner

Frances & Philip Feltman

Miriam Ferleger

Kaye Fichman & Peter Alexander

Aaron & Wally Fish

Leonard Fishman

Rabbi Susan Frank, ’81, & 

Kenneth Frank

Rabbi Nancy Fuchs-Kreimer, ’82, &

Seth Kreimer

Edward & Phyllis Gabovitch

Barry & Carla Baron Giller

Laurence & Muriel Gillick

Rabbi Gail Glicksman, ’86, & Allen

Glicksman

Harry Goldin & Jane Kaplan

Ruth & Robert Goldston

David Goodman & Wendy Felson

Gary & Jodi Grossfeld

Rabbi Doug Heifetz, ’05, & Elaine 

Lippmann

Babette Josephs

*Member of RRC President’s Council



www.rrc.edu24

Ernest & Marcia Kahn

Tamar Kamionkowski

Rabbi Jason Klein, ’02

Rabbi Jonathan Kligler, ’89, & 

Ellen Jahoda

Sheldon & Florence Kohn

Rabbi Emily Korzenik

Mel Krajden & Vita Kolodny

Harvey Kreiswirth

Rabbi Barry Krieger, ’85, & Alice 

Passer

Peshe & Peter Kuriloff

Steven & Susan Lebow

Rabbi Robert Leib

Judith Leland

Paula Levine & Bernard Beitman

Rabbi Mordechai Liebling, ’85, & 

Lynn Iser

Minnie Marguleas

Allan & Laura Mendels

George O’Connell

Yuval & Diana Oren

Steven Pearlmutter & Lisa Douglas

Rabbi Barbara Penzner, ’87, & 

Brian Rosman

Rabbi Linda Potemken, ’97

Marilyn & Roger Price

Rabbi Michael Remson & Susan 

Remson

Rabbi Yael Ridberg, ’97, & Mark 

Laska

Rabbi Seth Riemer, ’92, & Barbara

Checknoff

Art & Anita Rotman

Herbert Ruben

Rabbi Peter Rubinstein

Joseph & Linda Salesky

Rabbi Isaac Saposnik, ’08, & 

Jeanne Calloway

Harriet Wachs Shaiman & Joel 

Shaiman

Rabbi Henry Shreibman, ’81

Rabbi Jodie Siff, ’01, & Peter Scherr

Judy Silverman

Molly Singer

Abraham & Tzeira Sofer

Rabbi Toba Spitzer, ’97, & Gina 

Fried

Ilse Stamm

Larry & Nancy Star

Rabbi Jacob Staub, ’77

Rabbi David E. S. Stein, ’91

Deborah Stern & Rabbi George 

Stern

Hazel Stix

George & Holly Stone

Marc Waldor & Nancy Long

Lewis Wallach & Cynthia 

Harrison-Wallach

Rabbi Deborah Waxman, ’99, & 

Christina Ager

Rabbi Joshua Waxman, ’03, & 

Aimee Kahan

Roslyn Weiner

Rabbi Eitan Weiner-Kaplow, ’88, 

& Dawn Weiner-Kaplow

Pat Wisch & William Yancey

Jack & Kay Wolofsky

Max Yaffe & Joan Amatniek

Rabbi Shawn Zevit, ’98

Rabbi Sheldon Zimmerman

Associate / $250+

Rabbi Joel Alpert, ’76, & Jodi 

Roseman 

Jeffrey Bachrach

Jack & Ann Benary

Marc & Elizabeth Berger

Carol Blumenthal

Rabbi Rena Blumenthal, ’03

Rabbi Stephen Booth-Nadav, ’92, 

& Jan Cooper-Nadav

Richard & Barbara Braun

Rabbi Daniel Brenner, ’97, & Lisa 

Silberman

Rabbi Deborah Brin, ’85

Jay & Cheryl Cohen

Mike & Shirley Coren

Steven Datlof & Diane Harrison

Fred & Jane Dubrow

Samuel & Phyllis Feder

Rabbi Jennifer Feldman, ’00, & 

Benjamin Landman

Anne C. Fendrich

John Fried

Irna Gadd

Shirley & Laura Gans

Germantown Jewish Centre

David & Robin Glazer

Rabbi Rosalind Glazer, ’03

Eric Gold

Rabbi Bonnie Goldberg, ’85, & 

Robert Vogel

Sandra Goldman

Archie Gottesman & Gary DeBode

Florence & Luiz Grajwer

Harold & Mary Ellen Gurewitz

Harold & Eve Harris

Warren & Deborah Hernand

Ernest & Elmina Hilsenrath

Abram & Mildred Hodes

Zachary Hodes

Marc & Wendy Hurwitz

Andrew Hyman

Richard & Susan Idell

Arthur & Laurie Javier

Jack & Ruth Kahgan

Charles & Barbara Kahn

Valerie Kaplan

Samuel S. Kasoff & Francine Stein

Lawrence & Ana Kaufman

Rabbi Matthew Kaufman, ’98, & 

Sara Kaufman

Leslie Klein & Toby Rose

Michael Kligfeld

Marshall & Ellen Kolba

Ruth Kolodny

Lori Lefkovitz & Rabbi Leonard 

Gordon

Rabbi Danielle Leshaw, ’02, & 

Kevin Haworth

Steven Lieberman & Terri Cohen-

Lieberman

Richard & Sandra Malkin

Rabbi Nina Mandel, ’03

Ruth Messinger & Andrew 

Lachman

Mark & Angela Milstein

Deborah Dash Moore & 

MacDonald Moore

Arnold & Judith Olshan

Brian Platter & Abby Alderman

Rabbi Helen Plotkin, ’08, & Rich 

Schuldenfrei

Jacques & Tina Pomeranz

Marsha Raleigh

Dan Reingold

Robert Resnick & Wendi Anton

Gary & Angele Retelny

William & Kimberly Rhodes

Stanley Robboy & Marion Meyer-

Robboy

Stephen & Selena Rochlis

James Ross

Lynne & Martin Rudolph

Mark & Lily Safire

Alan & Suzanne Saposnik

Rabbi Jeffrey Schein, ’77, & 

Deborah Schein

Susan Schewel & Lizzy Schmidt

Charles & Michelle Schorin

Lawrence & Cherie Karo Schwartz

Aaron & Ruth Seidman

Neil Selman & Cynthia Chapman

Lawrence & Mary Sherman

Shirley Shils

David & Robin Sigman

David Silberman

Isaac & Rosalind Silberman
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Lawrence & Sally Silverman

Alvin & Frieda Sion

Rabbi Elliot Skiddell, ’80, & Julie 

Skiddell

Arthur & Linda Solomon

Michael & Doris Starr

Rabbi William Strongin, ’88, & 

Diane Strongin

Alton & Mona Sutnick

Clergy of Temple Israel—Boston

Carol & Steven Teutsch

Rabbi Herbert Tobin, ’80, & 

Suzanne Tobin

United Jewish Federation of 

Johnstown

Richard & Marcia Volpert

Alan & Carol Wartenberg

Rabbi Elyse Wechterman, ’00, & 

David Nerenberg

Rabbi Sheila Peltz Weinberg, ’86, 

& Maynard Seider   

Seymour & Pearl Weinstein

Avi & Ruth Weizman

Richard & Claudie Williams

Alan & Betsy Zimmerman

Matching Corporate Grants

Constellation Energy Group

GlaxoSmithKline Foundation

Johnson & Johnson Family of 

Companies

United Way of Tri-State

Foundations

Anonymous

Madeleine & David Arnow Fund

Helen Bader Foundation

Hillel & Mitzi Becker Family 

Foundation 

Harriet Bograd & Kenneth Klein 

Fund

Richard and Barbara Braun Fund

Brown Family Foundation

B’ruchah At Fund

Marlene Canter Family Fund

E. Rhodes & Leona B. Carpenter 

Foundation

CMS Foundation

Simon & Eve Colin Foundation 

Conston Foundation

Crown Family Foundation

Dobkin Family Foundation

Barry & Barbara Epstein Gift Fund

William Fern Philanthropic Fund

Fuchs-Kreimer Family Fund

Gilbert Family Philanthropic Fund

Jacob & Malka Goldfarb 

Charitable Foundation

Marvin Naiman & Margery 

Goldman Family Foundation

Richard & Renee Goldman Fund

Gordon Family Donor Advised 

Philanthropic Fund

Harold Grinspoon Foundation

Lotte & Max Heine Philanthropic 

Fund

Jaffy Family Philanthropic Fund

Leigh Foundation

Daniel Levin Charitable Fund

Debra & Joshua Levin 

Philanthropic Fund

Andrew & Marina Lewin Family 

Foundation

Lindy Family Trust

Henry Luce Foundation

Messinger Family Fund

Todd Morgan Foundation

Daniel & Karol Musher 

Philanthropic Fund

David & Ruth Musher 

Philanthropic Fund

Hadassah & Sidney Musher 

Philanthropic Fund

Retirement Research Foundation

Robboy Associates Philanthropic 

Fund

G. & L. Roberts Charitable 

Foundation

Martin & Florence Roffman 

Family Foundation

Tobey, Julie & Lucy Roland 

Philanthropic Fund

Alvin Segal Family Foundation

Kathy L. Shapiro Foundation

Sherman Hogan Family Charitable

Fund

Edward B. & Shirley R. Shils Fund

Alan B. Slifka Foundation

Edith G. & A. Walter Socolow 

Philanthropic Fund

Sorokin Family 1989 Trust

Allen A. Stein Family Foundation

The Philadelphia Foundation

Tuttleman Family Foundation

Joel & Harriet Wachs Shaiman 

Philanthropic Fund

Roslyn Weiner Family Charitable 

Fund

Myra E. or Louis J. Wiener Donor 

Advised Philanthropic Fund

Ziering Family Foundation

Mark & Margie Zivin Gift Fund

Matthew & Myra Zuckerbraun 

Fund

Corporate Donations

Ashbridge Investment 

Management

City One Real Estate 

Goldsteins’ Rosenberg’s Raphael-

Sacks 

Gross Mechanical Contractors

O’Connell & Company

Primark Benefits

Bill Wolf Petroleum Corporation

Zinn Petroleum Company

Bequests

Estate of Janet Eshner

Estate of Savina June Teubal

Estate of I. Irving Weissler

RRC Programs

Beth El Zedek Internship

John Bliss Scholarships for Clinical

Pastoral Education

Distance Learning

Dorshei Emet Internship

George Driesen Lecture

Dee Einhorn Hesed Fund

Faculty Research

William Flesher Community 

Internship Program

Fred & Naomi Hazell Scholarship 

Fund

Israel Program

Lippman Internship

Mekom Torah

Multifaith Studies and Initiatives

Oral History Project

Rabbinic Intern for Brandeis 

University

Rabbinic Intern for Franklin & 

Marshall College

Rabbinic Intern for Noar Hadash 

and Camp JRF

Rabbinic Intern for Susquehanna 

University

Rabbinic Intern for Vassar College

Reconstructionist Archives

Recruitment Institute

Spiritual Writing

Tzey U’lemad

Zinbarg Ethics
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Endowed Programs at RRC

Scholarships and Fellowships

Beverly Bain Scholarship

The Dorothy and Sidney Becker

Israel Scholarship

Fran Berley Memorial Scholarship

Brin Scholarship

Leona and Murry Brochin 

Scholarship

Congregation Tikvoh Chadoshoh

Scholarship

Chaplaincy Internship Fund

Jeannette Henigson Cowen

Scholarship

Jeffrey Eisenstat Scholarship

Ira and Judith Eisenstein 

Scholarship

Frieda Abelson Green Scholarship

Anna Weber Gross Scholarship

Joseph and Frieda Hellenbrand

Memorial Scholarship

Jewish Reconstructionist Society 

of Brooklyn

Myron H. Kinberg Scholarship

Dorothy and Myer Kripke 

Scholarship

Herman and Shirley Levin 

Scholarship

Benjamin Wm. Mehlman 

Scholarship

Or Hadash Internship

Leslie Reggel Scholarship

Rabbi Steven Carr Reuben 

Internship

Morton Schein Education 

Fellowship

Lewis and Alice Schimberg 

Scholarship

Sylvia Milgram Semanoff 

Scholarship

Herman Silver and Dr. Lee 

Winston Fellowship

Herman Silver and Dr. Lee 

Winston Israel Scholarship

Joseph and Miriam Singer Israel 

Scholarship

Edith G. and A. Walter Socolow 

Scholarship

Allen A. Stein Scholarship

Rabbi David A. Teutsch Israel 

Scholarship

Wiener Camp JRF Fellowship

Judith Winston Scholarship

Aaron and Marjorie Ziegelman 

Scholarships

Prizes

Rabbi Devora Bartnoff Memorial

Prize for Spiritually Motivated 

Social Action

Dr. Dorothy and Sidney Becker 

Prize for Hebrew Writing

Rabbi Kenneth and Aviva Berger

Memorial Prize in Practical 

Rabbinics

David Fern Memorial Award for 

Outstanding Contributions to 

the RRC Community

Lillian Fern Memorial Student 

Award for Outstanding 

Contributions to the RRC 

Community

Yaacov Gladstone Award for Fine 

Teaching

Evelyn R. Mehlman Jewish Music 

Award

Ann Pinkenson Prize in Rabbinics

A. Walter Socolow Essay Prize

Fred Louis Stamm Memorial Prize

Alice Stein Prize in Jewish 

Women’s Studies

Academic Programs

Marie Barr Kolot Fund

The Dorothy and Sidney Becker 

Chair in Hebrew Studies

The Dorothy and Sidney Becker 

Hebrew Media Center

The Dorothy and Sidney Becker 

Israel Program

Lavy M. Becker Department of 

Practical Rabbinics

Roy and Bess Berlin Fund for 

Education

Jacob and Hilda Blaustein Fund 

for Preparatory Year Studies

Louis Bunis Memorial Lecture

Gottesman Kolot Chair in Gender 

and Judaism

Frieda and Jules Herskowitz 

Hiddur Fund

Florence Holtzman Fund for 

Practical Rabbinics Media

Kolot Operating Fund

Levin-Lieber Family Program in 

Jewish Ethics

Zelda and Joel Liebling Fund for 

Yiddish Literature and Culture

Mehlman Hiddur Fund

Henny Wenkart Kolot Writer-in-

Residence

Whizin Endowment for Ethics

Louis J. and Myra E. Wiener Chair

in Contemporary Civilization

Arthur D. Winston Fund for 

Spiritual Education

Library Programs

Abbot Eron Library Fund

Kolot Beckerman Library Fund

Minnie Kalkstein Choper 

Memorial Library Fund

Charles and Mimi Lieber Book 

Fund

Lucius N. Littauer Judaica Book 

Fund

Goldyne Savad Library Fund

General Endowment

Howard Blitman Fund for the

Advancement of

Reconstructionist Judaism

Green Committee

Reuben I. Isaacson Memorial Fund

Levin Fund for Excellence

Aaron and Marjorie Ziegelman 

Fund

Aaron and Marjorie Ziegelman

Presidential Chair

Community Support

Keren Reviyah Fund
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Faculty and Administration

Faculty

Jennifer S. Abraham, Vice

President for Administration

Rabbi Judith Abrahamson,
Education Resources Specialist

Rabbi Kevin Bernstein, Adjunct

Instructor of Practical Rabbinics 

Barbara Breitman, D.Min.,
Adjunct Professor of Pastoral

Counseling; Director of Training,

Program in Spiritual Direction

David Brodsky, Ph.D., Co-Chair,

Department of Rabbinic

Civilization; Assistant Professor of

Rabbinics

Michael Carasik, Ph.D., Adjunct

Instructor of Biblical Studies

Rabbi Fredi Cooper, Ed.D.,
Adjunct Instructor of Practical

Rabbinics 

Rabbi Gail Diamond, Adjunct

Instructor

Rabbi Dan Ehrenkrantz,
President; Marjorie and Aaron

Ziegelman Presidential Professor

Rabbi Jeffrey Eisenstat, Adjunct

Instructor of Jewish Education

Rabbi Dayle Friedman, Instructor

of Practical Rabbinics

Reena Sigman Friedman, Ph.D.,
Associate Professor of Modern

Jewish History

Rabbi Nancy Fuchs-Kreimer,
Ph.D., Director, Multifaith Studies

and Initiatives; Associate

Professor of Religious Studies

Rabbi Jordi Gendra, Adjunct

Instructor

Rabbi Gail Glicksman, Ph.D., Dean

of Students; Assistant Professor of

the Social Sciences

Rabbi Leonard Gordon, Adjunct

Instructor of Rabbinics 

Carol Hausman, Ph.D., Adjunct

Instructor

Rabbi Moriah Simon Hazani,
Adjunct Instructor of Rabbinics

Rabbi Joel Hecker, Ph.D., Chair,

Department of Modern Jewish

Civilization; Associate Professor of

Jewish Mysticism

Rabbi Melissa Heller, Adjunct

Instructor

Barbara Hirsh, Dean of Academic

Administration; Instructor of

Campus Chaplaincy

Rabbi Richard Hirsh, Executive

Director, Reconstructionist

Rabbinical Association; Adjunct

Instructor of Jewish Thought

Rabbi Linda Holtzman, Adjunct

Associate Professor of Practical

Rabbinics

Ernest Kahn, Ph.D., Director,

Community Organization

Program; Associate Professor of

Jewish Communal Organization

S. Tamar Kamionkowski, Ph.D.,
Vice President for Academic

Affairs and Academic Dean; Chair,

Department of Biblical

Civilization; Associate Professor of

Bible

Rabbi Amy Klein, Director, Israel

Office

Lori Hope Lefkovitz, Ph.D., Sadie

Gottesman and Arlene

Gottesman Reff Professor of

Gender and Judaism

Rabbi Sarra Lev, Ph.D., Co-Chair,

Department of Rabbinic

Civilization; Associate Professor of

Rabbinics

Rabbi Vivie Mayer, Director,

Mekhinah-Year Program and Bet

Midrash

David Mendelsson, Ph.D., Adjunct

Instructor of Israeli Studies

Adina Newberg, Ph.D., Director,

Modern Hebrew Language

Program; Associate Professor of

Hebrew Language

Ilan Peleg, Ph.D., Adjunct

Professor of Israeli Society

Rabbi Linda Potemken, Adjunct

Instructor of Practical Rabbinics

Rabbi Amber Powers, Dean of

Admissions and Recruitment;

Adjunct Instructor of Practical

Rabbinics

Tirzah Rom, Adjunct Instructor of

Modern Hebrew Language

Rabbi Steven Sager, Ph.D.,
Adjunct Instructor 

Rabbi Shawn Simon-Hazani,
Adjunct Instructor of Education

Rabbi Jacob J. Staub, Ph.D., Chair,

Department of Medieval Jewish

Civilization; Professor of Jewish

Philosophy and Spirituality;

Director, Jewish Spiritual

Direction Program

Spiritual Directors: Rabbi

Marjorie Berman; Sandra B.

Cohen, Ph.D.; Rabbi Nancy

Epstein; Rabbi Elisa Goldberg;

Rabbi Myriam Klotz; Rabbi Yael

Levy; Simcha Raphael, Ph.D.;

Rabbi Joshua Waxman

Michael C. Steinlauf, Ph.D.,
Adjunct Instructor of Yiddish

Studies

Deborah Stern, Director,

Mordecai M. Kaplan Library
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Elsie Stern, Ph.D., Assistant

Professor of Bible

Rabbi Ira F. Stone, Adjunct

Instructor of Modern Jewish

Thought

Rev. Hal Taussig, Ph.D., Visiting

Professor of Early Christianity

Rabbi David A. Teutsch, Ph.D.,
Louis and Myra Wiener Professor

of Contemporary Jewish

Civilization; Chair, Department of

Contemporary Jewish Civilization;

Director, Levin-Lieber Program in

Jewish Ethics

Cantor Arlyne Terri Unger,
Adjunct Instructor of Hazzanut

Administration

PRESIDENT’S OFFICE

Rabbi Dan Ehrenkrantz, President

Raela Forman, Administrative 

Assistant

President’s Cabinet

Jennifer S. Abraham, Vice

President for Administration 

S. Tamar Kamionkowski, Ph.D., 

Vice President for Academic 

Affairs and Academic Dean

Rabbi Deborah Waxman, Vice

President for Governance

Academic Centers

Rabbi Dayle Friedman, Director, 

Hiddur: The Center for Aging and

Judaism 

Sondra Katz, Administrative 

Assistant

Lori Hope Lefkovitz, Ph.D.,

Director, Kolot: The Center for 

Jewish Women’s and Gender

Studies

Ruth Heiges, Kolot Administrator

Rabbi David A. Teutsch, Ph.D., 

Director, The Center for Jewish

Ethics

Cheryl Plumly, Administrative 

Assistant

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS AND 
DEAN’S OFFICE 

S. Tamar Kamionkowski, Ph.D., 
Vice President and Dean

Amy Brenner, Administrative 

Assistant

Rabbi Gail Gaisin Glicksman, Ph.D.,

Dean of Students

Elaine Snyder, Administrative 

Assistant

Barbara Hirsh, Dean of Academic 

Administration

Rabbi Amy Klein, Director, RRC 

Israel Office

Rabbi Vivie Mayer, Director, 

Mekhinah-Year Program and 

Bet Midrash

Rabbi Amber Powers, Dean of 

Admissions and Recruitment

Cheryl Plumly, Administrative 

Assistant 

ADMINISTRATIVE AFFAIRS  

Jennifer S. Abraham, 
Vice President

Lisa Francine Cohen, C.P.A., 

Controller

Manel Frau, Assistant Librarian, 

Jewish Religious Texts

Joanne S. Deutchman, Esq., M.B.A.,

Endowment Director 

Christine Marsh, Administrative 

Associate

Perry Plotkin, Network Services 

Administrator

Joanna Poses, Receptionist/

Administrative Assistant 

Janis Smith, Director, Becker 

Media Center

Deborah Stern, Director, 

Mordecai M. Kaplan Library

RoseMary Greiner, Library 

Assistant

Taras Mykhailovych, 

Maintenance Staff

COMMUNICATIONS

Eileen Fisher, Interim Director

Wendy Univer, Writer-Producer

DEVELOPMENT

Barbara G. Lissy, Assistant Vice 
President for Development 

Maria Barnet, Database 

Coordinator

Barbara Josephs, Database 

Staff 

Arlene Spector, Administrative 

Assistant

Susan Berman, Grants Coordinator

Rabbi Henry Shreibman, Ph.D., 

West Coast Director, Advancement

and Outreach

GOVERNANCE

Rabbi Deborah Waxman, Vice
President

Rabbi Deborah Glanzberg-

Krainin, Ph.D., Project Director, 

Tzey U’Lemad

Kim Tieger, Archives Consultant
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